London Through Chinese Eyes.

of which seems to be its instrumentality for promoting
good-will and good fellowship* It may be mean ethics*
but it is none the less true* that a dinner goes a long way
towards promoting friendship, or getting into somebody's
44 good books/'

Such meat-and-wine friendship may not be worth much;
nevertheless* it is human nature that when a man invites
you to dinner you do think more charitably of him* This
is another way of saying that you ought to give tribute
to whomsoever tribute is due* For when a man goes
so far as to invite you to dinner* it means that he has a
good opinion of you and considers you as one who is
worthy of being welcomed among his circle of friends*
To be so highly thought of is indeed an honour, so it is
only just and fair that you should reciprocate the honour
he has done you* To feel otherwise is to play the part
of an ungrateful misanthrope who is insensible to kindness
and more fit to be shipwrecked on Crusoe's island than
to mix with sensible people*

As an illustration, let me relate a personal experience*
Some four years ago, I was invited to be one of the speakers
at the first conference of the British National Laymen's
Missionary Movement in Buxton* As the assembly num-
bered over.one hundred, I, of course, made many new
acquaintances* But there was one to whom I owe a
considerable debt of gratitude* He is a sterling Christian,
a prominent Member of Parliament, a baronet, and also
a right honourable privy councillor* If the incident were
not so trifling, I might perhaps disclose his identity;
but as it is, I must here draw the line*

When the  gathering finally  dispersed, this  English